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Active Faith 

James 2:14-26 
 

 

All Stand and Read Scripture 

For those who do not know, I am reading from the New American Standard 
Bible. 

James 2:14-26 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no 

works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and 
in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 

and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, 
what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your 

faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” 19 You 
believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 
20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is 

useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up 
Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and 

as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled 
which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is 

justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not Rahab the 
harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them 

out by another way? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also 
faith without works is dead. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
 

The book of James was written by James, the half brother of Jesus. 
If a title or theme were given to this book it could be called Practical Christianity.  

James, in a very simple manner, gives us a practical lesson on how we are to 
conduct ourselves as a Christian. 
 



ILLUSTRATION: 
 

Imagine with me that Carol and Roy were called to go out of the country on a 
missionary assignment for six months.  They tell us not to worry about all of the 

things that need to be done around the church.  Since they have been doing 
many of the daily things, they will send regular emails to the church to tell us 
what needs to be done and when to do them in their absence. 

 
In the first email Roy says that the south roof is in bad shape and needs to be 
replaced.  He suggests that we contact contractors and get quotes, choose the 

best quote and get it repaired as soon as possible.  He also tells us to change 
the furnace filters.  Carol tells us to clean up inside the church and set up the 

room for the Guys and Gals.  KEEP THE FAITH, and we will see you when we 
return. 
 

Many other emails are sent over the following months with encouragement and 
jobs that needed to be done. 

 
Carol and Roy returned six months later and find the ceiling in the church wet 
and hanging down into the chapel.  The heat is not working.  The floors are a 

mess.  Trash cans are overflowing.  The Guys and Gals group no longer meets 
at the church.  It appeared that none of the work that was requested had been 
done. 

 
Disturbed at what they see, the following conversation takes place between 

them and us. 
 
“Have you been receiving our emails?” 

 
“Yes.” We replied. 
 

“Well, what have you been doing?” 
 

“We were very FAITHFUL.  We read your emails with great interest and prayed 
about it.  We even started a Friday night email study and broke the wording 
apart to fully understand what you were telling us.  Many of us committed 

much of it to memory, in fact Neal and Gene can recite all of the emails by 
heart.  There is great information in those emails and we have been enlightened 

by them.” 
 
“OK, you studied about them, prayed about them, and memorized them, but 

what did you DO about them?” they asked. 
 
“DO?  Well, we didn’t DO anything.  We just remained FAITHFUL”. 

 
 



In the second half of chapter two, James is talking about a FAITH that does 
something; an ACTIVE FAITH.  This is one of the main themes in the book, the 

relationship between faith and works. 
 

I want you to listen intently to the message this morning. 
 

This section of James is very fascinating to me.  This is one of the reasons why 
I love the book of James. 

 
It is critical that we understand the true Biblical meaning of FAITH in order to 
be a Christian. 

 
James gives a very practical description on how we are to live as Christians by 

FAITH. 
 
Some of it may sound detailed and deep, but James keeps it simple and I am 

going to explain it as simply as possible so everyone can understand. 

Prayer 

 
BODY: 
 

James is talking about a FAITH that does something; an ACTIVE FAITH. 
He tells us that Faith without Works is Dead four times.  Verses 14, 17, 20, 26. 
 

Remember in James 1:22 he says, 

James 1:22 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude 
themselves. 

The result of being a hearer and not a doer is that we deceive ourselves into 

thinking that we are something that we are really not. 
 
James is now telling us that hearing and not doing is like faith without works.   

James 2:14-26 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no 
works? Can that faith save him? 



 
 

 
Other scriptures in the Bible tells us that we are not saved by our works. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

If we are saved by grace through faith and NOT by our works, what exactly is 
James trying to tell us here? 

 
Well, he answers that in verses 15-17. 
 

James 2:14-26 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one 
of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not 
give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if 

it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

James is saying that if we see a brother or sister in need and just SAYS to them 
Go in peace, be warmed and filled, but does not provide their needs, then we 

have not helped in any way. 
 

So is true of our faith.  If it is not an ACTIVE FAITH that is reacting to the needs 
of people or being obedient to the Lord, it is of no value.  FAITH WITHOUT 
WORKS IS DEAD.  It is NOT a “SAVING FAITH”. 

 
I am happy to say that I have seen the active faith that James is referring to 
here in the church.  I have seen needs identified and acted upon. 

 
How do we get FAITH? 

 
We are told in Romans 10:17. 
 

Romans 10:17 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 



17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

What is FAITH? 

 
The biblical definition of faith that is often referred to is in the FAITH Chapter of 
the Bible which is Hebrews 11 and verse 1. 

 

Hebrews 11:1 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. 

What is this scripture telling us?  I want to go through this slowly so you can 

understand. 
 
We receive faith by reading and hearing the Bible, right?  Faith comes from 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
 

Through the Word (or Bible) and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit within us, 
we can read of Christ and His death on the cross and His resurrection and have 
assurance that will have eternal life through Him by His grace.  That is our 

Hope. 
 

We also can know by studying the scripture that things that we have not seen 
can be believed because of the inspiration of the scripture.  We can see by the 
fullness of the scripture that it must be inspired by God.  Through that study 

we build our faith or our conviction of what we believe. 
 
We also know from James and many other scriptures that a true faith OR a 

saving faith, is an obedient faith. 
 

What is OBEDIENT FAITH? 
 
James clarifies it in verse18. 

 

James 2:18 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your 
faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”  



If someone claims that they have faith without works, James questions them 
on how they can demonstrate or justify their faith. 

If your faith is not active, if it is not obedient to God’s commands, how can 

you show your faith? 

On the other hand, if your faith is an obedient and active faith, you will see 
your faith manifested because of your works. 

Let’s Summarize What I Just SAID. 

1.  We get FAITH by hearing or reading the Bible. 
2.  (Assurance of things hoped for). 

By reading the Bible we know that we can have HOPE of eternal life 

with God.   
3.  (Evidence of things not seen). 

By the guidance of the Holy Spirit and by reading the Bible we can 
KNOW that things we have not physically seen is true. 

o Like the existence of God. 

o Christ’s Death on the Cross for our sins. 
o The existence of Heaven. 

4.  That the Biblical definition of FAITH is an obedient and active FAITH. 
 
 

Now that we understand the Biblical definition of FAITH, consider the following 
from the “Faith Chapter”. 
 

Hebrews 11:6 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 
believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

We must have faith (a true obedient and active faith) to please God. 

for he who comes to God must…WHAT? 

believe that He is.  This is the conviction of things not seen. 

believe that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  This is the assurance of 
things hoped for. 

By our faith, we believe in God and we have the Hope of eternal salvation.  

GOOD! 

 



What does James say about this? 

James 2:19-20 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and 

shudder. 20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith 
without works is useless? 

How many times have you heard on the radio or TV, “All you have to do is 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and pray the sinner’s prayer to be saved?”  How 

many people have been led to believe that this is all that is required for 
salvation? 

James tells us that even the demons BELIEVE in God.  They believe so fervently 

that they shudder at the thought.  If the demons were asked to raise their 
hands if they believed in God, they probably would.   

What we know is that we must not only believe in God, but we must turn our 
lives around and leave behind our old worldly self and take on a new life in 

Christ. 

God says that we must have a active obedient faith to please Him. 

James tells us once again that a faith that is not active and obedient is dead. 

He then gives examples of faith in action. 

These same examples are found in the FAITH chapter of Hebrews 11.  Verses 
11-12 (Sarah), 17-19 (Abraham), and 31 (Rahab). 

James 2:21-24 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his 

son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a 
result of the works, faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which 

says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God. 24 You see that a man is 
justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not Rahab the 

harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them 
out by another way? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also 

faith without works is dead. 



God promised Abraham and Sarah that they would have a son 
 and that their descendents would be as innumerable as the sand which is by 

the seashore. 
 

They were both far beyond normal child bearing years. 

God knows men’s hearts. 

He knew when He told Abraham of the promises that he truly believed Him.  
God accepted that belief as righteousness.  God knew that he had an obedient 
and active faith. 

But it wasn’t until Abraham actually took Isaac to be offered as a sacrifice on 

the altar.  God stopped the sacrifice and placed a ram caught in a thicket for 
him to sacrifice in Isaac’s place. 

Although God knew Abraham’s heart, and knew how he would respond, the 

actual act is what justified his faith by his works. 

James 2:25 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them out by another way?  

Rahab had to go against her own people and the things she had been taught.  

She decided to follow God and hid the two spies.   

She was not an important figure in the Old Testament.  In fact she was a 
prostitute.  I think James is pointing out that everyone can have an obedient, 
active faith.   

She could have turned to spies in to her people and been a hero. 

She took the risk of being killed by protecting them.  She was willing to make 
the hard decision for the Lord.  This act justified her faith by her works. 

 

James 2:26 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is 

dead. 



Just in case we needed one more example, James compared faith without works 
to the human body.  If the body is without the spirit, it is dead.  It has no value.   

 
CONCLUSION: 

 
When it comes to making decisions (big or small) for Christ, we must have an 
obedient faith.  We know that just believing in God and having a faith without 

works will not please God.  We cannot let worldly things that sound more 
profitable or attractive be our guide.  We must follow God’s word, the BIBLE. 
 

I want you to consider another point.  LISTEN CAREFULLY!  We can say that 
we are saved by works.  The catch is that is not OUR WORKS.  We are saved 

by CHRIST’S WORKS of dying on the cross as a perfect sacrifice for our sins.  
We are saved by His grace for having an obedient, active faith in Christ. 
 

God says that if we love Him, we will keep His commandments. 
 

What must we do to be saved? 
 

Acts 2:37-42 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter 

and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Peter said to them, 
“Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 

promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the 
Lord our God will call to Himself.” 40 And with many other words he solemnly 

testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse 
generation!” 41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and 
that day there were added about three thousand souls. 42 They were continually 

devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer. 

 
 

The Family of God 
 

I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God. 
I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 

For I’m part of the family, the family of God. 


